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1. Name

historic Wanskuck Historic District

and/or common

2. Location .

Roughity bounded by Branch Ayenue, Louisquiss
street & number _Ejkge yﬂnd Igsam bejmdarIL g > qu e&.A

J

mot for publication

. # 1 _ . .
city,town Providence N_.-A_.vicinity of oongnsﬁnnaﬂaﬁwlzernand J. St Germain
state Rhode Island code 44 | county Proyidence _ code (007
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_X district — public —X occupied — agriculture — _ museum
——building(s) —_ private X unoccupied —X_commercial X park
— structure —X_both — work in progress — educational _X private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible ___entertainment X religious
—_ object N._A.in process __X yes: restricted ____ government ____ sclentific

— being considered —_ yes: unrestricted _X_ industrial — transportation
—nho — military - — other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple--see owners list on file at Rhode Island Historical
Preservation Commission

street & number

city, town — vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Registry of Deeds, Providence City Hall

street & number 25 Dorrance Street

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

city,town  Providence | state Rhode Island 02903

titte See continuation sheet #1 has this property been determined eligible? ____yes _X no

date See continuation sheet #1 _X federal _X state __ county __ local

depository for survey records See continuation sheet #1

city, town ‘ state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
—X.exceljent ,, ___deteriorated ___ unaltered X original site
—x+fgbod-  ~*"r__ ruins __X altered —__moved date
_X_ fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Wanskuck Historic District, located in the extreme northern
corner of the city of Providence, contains two mill complexes, over sixty
residences, two churches, and a former community hall, all representing
the area's development as a mill site from the eighteenth through the
early twentieth century (photo #1). West River, a narrow stream that
disappears beneath the asphalt parking lot of a modern shopping center
southeast of the district, was the focus for industrial development here
and was dammed to form two mill ponds, Wanskuck and Whipple's Ponds.
Wanskuck Pond, once a visually dominant physical feature, has been drained
and its site is now a marsh within the triangle formed by the district's
three major roads: Branch Avenue, Veazie Street, and Woodward Road. Its
dam exists as an embankment along the eastern edge of the marsh, with an
outlet for the river under a small bridge (see district map). Upstream,
Whipple's Pond remains within the area north and west of Branch Avenue
and Veazie Street, set well back from both streets, with a twentieth-
century concrete dam and sluice and a concrete-walled trench running
parallel to the river. The Wanskuck Mill stands east of the site of
Wanskuck Pond and the Steere Mill east of Whipple's Pond. Both are ex-
tensive, rambling brick complexes that have evolved over the years since
their beginnings in the mid- and late nineteenth century, respectively.
North and south of the Wanskuck Pond site are two areas of mill-related
housing, including two mansions that formerly housed the mills' upper-
level managers, about sixty two-family tenements of the double-house and
two-decker varieties, two block-long row houses, and single-family
dwellings. Noteworthy intrusions include the construction of State Route
146 (which necessitated the realignment of the southeastern end of Wood-
ward Road, the elimination of several short side streets, and the demoli-
tion or relocation of dwellings in the area), the .erection of a few
modern residences, and the application of modern aluminum and vinyl siding
to some of the historic housing stock, Despite these changes, the com-
munity fabric that evolved here in conjunction with the growth of the
Wanskuck Company from the 1860s through the 1920s remains relatively in-
tact and well maintained.

The long, five-story brick mass of the Wanskuck Mill's main building,*
erected in the early 1860s along the north side of Branch Avenue, is
fronted by an unusual tower with an octagonal belfry topped by an ogee-
curve roof. The mill complex, now quarters of a number of small businesses,
serves as a prominent local landmark and anchors the district's eastern
edge. Opposite the west end of the mill is Wanskuck Hall (photo #4), built
as a combination commercial building and community hall in 1884 and con-
verted to office use in this century. This two-story brick structure
is exuberantly ornamented with bands of burned brick and limestone, pat-
terned brickwork, incised wooden panels, and delicate wooden braces sup-

porting the broad eaves of its hip roof.

*
Photos #2 § #3. (See Continuation Sheet #2)
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Historic American Engineering Record
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July 1981
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To the west, on a slight slope rising south of Branch Avenue, are
twenty-five one-and-one-half-story, company-built double houses arranged
within blocks delineated by an asymmetrical grid of streets (photos #5
and #6). Most are wood-frame buildings, the majority constructed at the
same time as the 1860s mill. Though a number are now covered with modern
siding, their visual unity as a group is largely unimpaired by virtue of
the strong formal similarity of the houses. Within this housing group
southwest of the mill is a block of eight identical, brick double houses,
four facing Winchester Street and four facing Vicksburg Street, with back
yards filling the center of the block (photo #7). The rather unusual
pier-and-panel construction of these buildings and the composition of the
group are reminiscent of English mill operatives' housing, perhaps not
an accidental coincidence since the American woolen industry was greatly
influenced by British practices. In addition to the wooden and brick
double houses, this enclave of company-built housing includes five other
wood-frame buildings: two single-family dwellings, a commercial-residen-
tial building with one flat above a storefront, and two multi-unit tene-
ments, one of which (photo #8) was apparently constructed contemporane-
ously with an earlier, non-extant factory erected here in the second
decade of the ninéteenth century. Further south of and slightly removed
from the assemblage described above are two long, two-story, brick row
houses (photo #9) flanking a tree-shaded common courtyard and paved parking
area in the block bounded by Shiloh and Hyacinth Streets and Harwol Court.

. Between Veazie Street and Whipple's Pond is the district's other mill
complex, built as the Steere Worsted Mill in the 1880s (photo #10 and #11).
It 1s a large, asymmetrical brick structure cemprising extensive wings
and additions appended to a three-story, low-pitch gable-roof block ac-
cented by a handsome, flat-roof (originally hip-roof) tower with corner
pilasters, blind arches, and circular windows. East of this factory, in
the vicinity of the Veazie Street bridge over West River, is the site of
an eighteenth-century sawmill, the first recorded mill activity at this
waterpower site, while northwest of the factory a one-and-one-half-story,
gambrel roof, wooden dwelling survives which may well be the homestead
of the family that owned the sawmill and succeeding, no-longer-extant
manufactories here that predated construction of the Steere Mill.

South of Steere Mill and Whipple's Pond, on Branch Avenue, are four
structures that are current or former parish buildings of St. Edward
Roman Catholic Church. The complex focusses on a large red-brick, stone-
trimmed Gothic Revival church on the north side of the street (photo #12).
This landmark edifice, with a prominent central foretower surmounted by
a broach spire, was erected between 1885 and 1889 for a congregation
founded in 1865 as a mission to serve the numerous Irish Catholic employees
of the Wanskuck Mill. The church is flanked on the east by a two-story,

(See Continuation Sheet #3)
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flat-roof, red-brick school built in 1907-1908 (photo #13) and by a one-
story, gable-on-hip-roof, brick parish hall built . in 1916-1917 (photo
#14). Across Branch Avenue is a one-and-one-half-story, mansard-roof,
clapboard-sheathed dwelling with a bracketed door hood and cornice
(photo #15). This house, originally erected west of the church, served as
the first rectory and, after the move to its present site, as the first
convent for the parish.

The last major area of development lies along Woodward Road, which
begins just east of the Wanskuck Mill and runs northwesterly in a curve
around the mill complex. The residential building stock here is different
in character than that south of Branch Avenue. The Greek Revival frame
dwelling at 14 Newport Street was the home of Shadrach Manton, a farmer-
turned-industrialist who owned much of the land north of Woodward Road
between what is now Wanskuck Park and the Branch Avenue exit of State
Route 146. Construction here of the large, mansard-roof house at 180-182
Woodward, the assistant mill superintendent's house at 158 Woodward (photo
#16), and the Metcalf Estate (now Wanskuck Park) in the 1870s seemed to
-indicate that a more exclusive residential area would evolve here. In
the 1880s, however, several short dead-end streets were laid out on the
Manton property, and this section was built up in ensuing years with the
mix of modest single-family and two-decker, company-built and privately-
built dwellings that now define the nelghborhood's scale and character
(photo #17). Despite the intrusions created by the construction of several
mid-twentieth-century houses and the residing of several older houses with
modern materials, the area appears essentially the same as it did by World
War 1I.

The north end of the district encompasses Wanskuck Park, a twenty-
eight-acre tract along Woodward Road which was or1g1na11y the grounds of
an estate belonging to the Metcalf family, partners in and later sole
proprietors of the Wanskuck Company. Set on a hillside that drops off
gently toward the southeast, the park includes a steep rise with rock
outcroppings at its northern end and is bordered on the north and east by
dense wooded areas. On the west side a stone wall runs along part of the

Woodward Road frontage, terminating at a chain-link fence that bounds the
remainder of the west 51de and the south side. A tall, elaborate wrought-

iron carriage gateway is situated at the southwesterly corner of the
property. The landscaping is handled in an informal manner and probably
evolved without reference to a comprehensive design scheme. It comprises
plantings of trees and shrubs grouped around the edges of the grounds and
the sides of a former driveway, with additional plantings randomly sited on
an undulating expanse of lawn dotted with benches. The old driveway is
visible as a graded or terraced pathway, partly covered with gravel and

(See Continuation Sheet #4)
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partly overgrown with grass, extending from the gateway to the site of the
main house. The main house and a barn were demolished by the city after

it acquired the land in 1948, the former in accordance with the wishes of
Louisa D.S. Metcalf, the donor of the estate. A terraced area with flights
of brick and stone steps marks the former location of the main house. A
playhouse or '"dollhouse" was destroyed by arson in the early 1970s, and

a stable subject to periodic vandalism was taken down in 1979. The con-
crete stoop of the playhouse and part of the stone foundation of the stable
are still in place, and the site of the stable is also marked by a bronze
plaque set in a boulder. Surviving estate buildings, all clapboard struc-
tures in poor repair, include a one-and-one-half-story caretaker's cottage
with a veranda, decorative bargeboards, and bracket-trimmed dormers; a
small one-and-one-half-story barn with a hatchway in a jerkinhead dormer;
and a one-story, shed-roof garage. Lack of documentation prohibits a
definitive determination of how the landscaping has been altered over the
years. Some plantings are obviously recent--for example, young trees set
along the foundation walls of the demolished stable--but some trees appear

to be at least seventy or eighty years old and may date back to the original
layout of the estate.

Across Woodward Road from the park is the Roger Williams Baptist Church
(photo #18), a handsome Gothic-style granite edifice erected under the aus-
pices of the Wanskuck Mill proprietors for Protestant employees of the com-
pany. The church stands on a triangular plot adjacent to the terminus of
Veazie Street. A recent housing project, southeast of the church off

Veazie Street on former Wanskuck Company land, is excluded from the district
as non-contributing development.

(See Continuation Sheet # 4A)
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INVENTORY

Contributing structures include buildings erected during Wanskuck's
period of growth and development as a prosperous manufacturing center--
from the 1860s through the 1920s--together with a few earlier buildings
which reflect prior development in the area and which are architecturally
compatible with the company-built or company-oriented structures. Most
of the buildings are vernacular structures which cannot be readily
classified according to conventional stylistic terminology. The repeti-
tive recurrence of several basic building types, especially among the
company-built housing, is an important feature of the neighborhood
fabric and has been a prime consideration in differentiating between
structures which contribute to the significance of the district and those
which do not. Although a number of structures have been resheathed with
modern wall-cover materials, original trim elements such as door and win-
dow frames, corner boards, bargeboards, cornices, etc., often remain. -
Such buildings have been defined as contributing "because they are an im-
portant part of the historical fabric of the district and they could be
restored to their original appearance. In cases where trim elements have
been removed or totally covered, the buildings have generally still been
defined as contributing since their form, massing, and siting make them
essential parts of historic block-scapes. Unless otherwise noted,
buildings are of wood-frame construction.

Much of the company-built housing can be classified into three types.
These are described hereafter as Types A, B, and C and are referred to
as such in the inventory below,

Type A (photo #5): A tall 1%-story, flank-ggble-roof, wood-frame,
two-family dwelling with paired interior chimneys of brick. The
facade contains a single, sidelighted central entrance flanked by
two windows on each side, with small second-floor windows. The
entrance has flat-board pilaster-and-entablature trim with a pro-
jecting cornice above, an extremely simplified version of Greek
Revival detailing. The door and windows are grouped toward the
center of the facade, leaving broad, blank wall surfaces at each
end. All houses of this type were originally covered with clap-
boards, but almost all have been resheathed. Present wall-cover
materials are identified in the entries for individual buildings.

Type B (photo #19): A tall 1%-story, flank-gable-roof, wood-frame
double house with paired interior chimneys of brick. Paired central
entrances with transoms are sheltered by a single shed-roof hood
carried by triangular braces. A shed-roof dormer breaks up through
the eaves above the entrances. There are two windows on each side
of the entrances at first-floor level and small second-story windows

(See Continuation Sheet #5)
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under the eaves over the space between the first-floor windows.
The raking eaves are trimmed with plain bargeboards with circular
cut-outs at the lower ends,.

Type C (photo # 7): A tall 1%-story, flank-gable-roof, brick double
house with pier-and-panel wall articulation, central gables breaking
the eaves at front and rear, and paired interior chimneys of brick.
The house is six bays wide and four bays deep. The facade contains
paired, sidelighted central entrances, two first-floor windows on
each side of the entrances, and second-floor windows in the gable
above the entrances. All door and window openings have granite
sills and lintels. |

CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURES

ABRAM STREET (The addresses 1listed are the ones in common use, though
they do not conform to a rational numbering system)

1-23 Wanskuck Company Warehouse (ca 1880):: This 2-story brick struc-
ture replaced an earlier wooden storehouse on this site. A
pair of low gables face Abram Street. Each covers three bays,
the central one of which holds large fréight doors at both
floors. The side bays are unbroken, recessed panels. An un-
sympathetically designed, recently constructed concrete ad-
dition connects the warehouse to Wanskuck Hall (754-56 Branch
Avenue).

19-20 Wanskuck Company Mill House (1863-64): Type A dwelling altered
by the installation of wood shingles and aluminum awnings.

BRANCH AVENUE

725 Wanskuck Mill (1862-64, with additions): The 5-story brick
mill stretches for about 400 feet along the north side of
Branch Avenue. The top four stories are a flat vertical plane
broken by a rectangular rhythm of segmental-arch windows. A
slightly off-center tower projects forward, as does the first
floor. The design of the tower is unusual: copper-flashed,
sloping triangular panels effect a transition from its 3- story
square base to an open, octagonal belfry topped by an ogee-
curved, copper roof with a tall finial. A 2-story, brick
structure with Romanesque Revival detailing, built as the mill's
second office, edges the sidewalk in front of the mill's eastern
half. A number of connected and free-standing structures, all
of brick, complete the complex.

(See Continuation Sheet #6)
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Branch Avenue (cont.)

The chronology of construction of the Wanskuck Woolen
Mill is complex, beginning with demolition in 1862 of a 3-
story, stone, gambrel-roofed cotton mill that had been on
the site since about 1811, Between 1862 and 1864 William H.
Salisbury, the mill's first superintendent, directed con-
struction of the 4-story, gable-roofed brick mill that
measured 300 by 500 feet with a 134 by 40-foot ell. (Within
a few decades the gable roof was removed and a fifth story
and flat roof were added). Built at the same time were a
gas house, a round gasometer, a blacksmith shop, boiler
house, engine house, and office (replaced in the late 19th
century by the structure now on Branch Avenue). The gas-
works provided gas lighting for the mill. Operations were
powered by Corliss engines, and water from the West River
was reserved for washing wool., In 1869 the company was one
of the first in the United States to experiment with worsted
production, and to house this expanding operation a 4-story,
348 by 71-foot extension to the west was completed in 1874
ad well as a new dyehouse and power plant. A 3-story, 100
by 50-foot picker house and dyehouse had been added in the
previous year. Machinery was constantly being upgraded and
much of it, particularly that related to worsted production,
was imported from England. In 1883 about $20,000 was spend
on electric lighting, making Wanskuck the flrst:mlll in Rhode
Island to boast this modern convenience. By 1895 the mill
also had a telephone connection. The 3-story, 306 by 72-foot
eastern extension was added in 1906, as was a 1l-story engine
room and adjacent boiler room. There were few other changes
after that time. The mill was closed in 1957, and the space
has since been divided and rented to a number of small firms.

750 Wanskuck Company Garage and Stable (between 1908 and 1918):
Two separate buildings constructed of brick. A long 1l-story
structure with a low, nearly flat shed roof is set parallel
to Branch Avenue. Its facade, originally infilled entirely
with garage doors, is now partly enclosed with a modern alu-
minum-frame storefront, and a concrete-block extension has
been added on its east end. Behind the 1-story building is
a 2-story, flat-roof structure with flat-top and segmental-
arch doors and windows and a shallow corbeled cornice. Ac-
cording to a 1921 insurance map the 1-story building was used
as a garage and the 2-story one as a stable.

(See Continuation Sheet #7)
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Branch Avenue (cont.)

754-756 Wanskuck Hall (1881): A handsome, 2-story brick structure
built by the Wanskuck Company for use as a community hall.
Broad eaves of the hip roof are supported by delicately
arched, wooden braces. Stars and circles are cut in boards
covering the rafter ends. A central front gable breaks
through the eaves over three second-story, segmental-arch
windows set under a segmental relieving arch infilled with
patterned brickwork and a limestone block with the building's
name carved in raised lettering. The first floor facade is
divided by segmental arches into four unequal bays, one of
which holds a recessed doorway while the others contain win-
dows. The variety of materials and ornamentation reflects
the era's love of '"structural polychromy'" and of the pictur-
esque., Light limestone spandrels, stringcourses of limestone
and blackened bricks, designs patterned by recessed brick-
work and diapering, carved and molded wooden panels, and a

granite foundation make a lively composition. An unsightly,
windowless, concrete warehouse extension has recently been
added to the rear to connect the hall with 1-23 Abram Street,
the Wanskuck Company Warehouse. The interior has undergone
several major renovations and is now used exclusively for
office space.

758 Mill House (ca 18507): A slightly different version of the
Type A dwelling, with two small second-floor windows under
the eaves, above the first-floor windows flanking the central
entrance. The doors and windows are more closely grouped
toward the center of the facade than they are on the standard
Type A dwellings. Modern changes include shingle siding and
shutters. The house is similar to 770 Branch Avenue. Both
758 and 770 Branch Avenue have stuccoed stone foundations,
while the Type A dwellings have brick foundations. These
slight differences indicate a construction date different
from and probably earlier than that of the Type A dwellings.
01ld maps and deeds indicate that there were dwellings south
of today's Branch Avenue, west of the mill, before Wanskuck
Company development of the 1860s,

764 Wanskuck Company Mill House (1863-64): Type A dwelling now
covered with asbestos shingles.

(See Continuation Sheet #8)



OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-34

NPS Form 10-900-a
(3-82)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet 8 Iitem number 7 | Page 8

Branch Avenue (cont.)

770 Mill House (ca 18507?): Type A variant identical in:‘form
to 758 Branch Avenue, but with asbestos-shingle siding.
See entry above for number 758.

776 Wanskuck Company Mill House (1863-64): Type A dwelling now
covered with shingles.

784 Mill House (ca 18507; 18717): A tall 1%-story, flank-gable-
roof dwelling with paired brick interior chlmneys and a
5-bay facade with a central entrance. It is set on a sloping
lot with a high brick foundation a full story above ground
on the front (north side). There is a shed-roof hood on
triangular braces oyver the main entrance and narrow, flat-
board entablature trim across the front and back walls.
Asbestos shingles have been installed over the original
clapboards. Unique among the houses within the district,
this may be the ''nmew dwelling westerly of the factory, 11-
stories with brick basement'" mentioned in an 1850 lease of
the "Wenscott factory'" property, or it may be one of the
three new tenements erected by Wanskuck in 1871 and mentioned
in company records of that year.

865 Wanskuck Company Store and House (ca 1895): A 2%-story,
flank-gable-roof, shingle-sheathed residential and commercial
building set at the northeast corner of Branch Avenue and
Veazie Street, with asymmetrical facades on both streets.

A surviving fasc1a band and projecting cornice mark the
position of a street-corner storefront which has been partly
filled in with wooden siding and now contains an entrance
and a picture window. On the opposite end of the Branch
Avenué front is an original doorway trimmed with a broad,
plain, flat-board entablature and projecting cornice. A
new doorway has also been cut into the Veazie Street facade.
The building has broad, overhanging raking eaves with re-
turns at the lower corners. The store was first occupied

by Miss Etta Gillooly, a milliner, in 1896.

St. Edward Church Complex: A group of four structures, three
north of Branch Ayenue and one south, built over a period of
forty-two years to serve the functional needs of this Roman
Catholic congregation, The parish had its origin in a
mission, first called St. Joseph Church of Geneva, established

(See Continuation Sheet #9)
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Branch Avenue (cont.)

in 1865 by the Reverend Edward J. Cooney to serve the Irish
Catholics attracted to the area by employment opportunities

at the Wanskuck and Geneva Mills. The congregation was
offered a building site by the Wanskuck Company but chose
instead to purchase the properties on which the existing
buildings:stand. The first church was completed in 1867 on
the site of the present church, and three years later a school
was started in the church basement. 1In 1874 St. Joseph of
Geneva became an independent parish and changed its name to St.
Edward, for the Wanskuck area was annexed to Providence in
that year and there was:already an earlier St. Joseph Church
in the city. The congregation grew steadily as the nearby
mills attracted more Catholic workers, first Irish and later
French Canadians and a few Germans and -Italians, and in
ensuing decades several major building projects were under-
taken to improve accommodations for the parish and its clergy.
A rectory to house the resident pastor was constructed west
of the church in 1875 and a new, larger church (the present
structure) was built on the site of the first one between
1885 and 1889. The old church, which had been moved north-
easterly from its original location, was converted entirely
to school use. In 1891 the o0ld rectory was moved across
Branch Avenue to its present location and a new rectory was
built on its former site. The o0ld rectory was then refitted
as a convent for the nuns who operated the parochial school.
The present school east of the church was built in 1907-08
and the old church/school was then demolished. In 1911 a new
convent was established east of the 0ld convent in what had
been an addition on the rectory, detached, moved here, and
remodeled for this purpose. The old rectory/convent was
subsequently sold. The final project involved the construction
of a parish hall northwesterly of the second rectory in 1916-
1917; it was converted into a school annex in 1951. The
second convent (1911) and second rectory (1891) have both been
demolished within the past ten years but the other parish
buildings are intact, including the original rectory/convent
now in private ownership. These structures attest to the
church's important role as the primary religious, cultural,
and social center for the Catholic population of Wanskuck

in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. Archi-
tecturally, the church is a fine example of a late Victorian
Gothic style ecclesiastical edifice with a landmark steeple
visible from much of the Wanskuck district. In addition

the o0ld rectory is a well preserved example of a typical

(See Continuation Sheet #10)
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Branch Avenue (cont.)

late 19th-century dwelling with a mansard roof and bracketed
trim, and the school is notable for the picturesque effect
created by its inventive combination of classical detailing
with richly textured paneled, banded, and corbeled brickwork.

979 ‘Edward Parochial School (1907-1908; Murphy, Hindle §
erght architects): A 2-story, flat- roof structure with
a high basement, constructed of red brick with some lime-
stone trim. It is a rectangular-block mass with entrances
located in the sides of the main block and a wing attached
to the rear. The street facade has eight banks of windows,
two at each end of each floor, and a broad central wall panel
containing a large incised- ~-stone name plaque at main-floor
level below an empty second-floor arched niche with engaged
columns supporting a barrel hood. Exterior wall surfaces are
articulated in a complex pattern of piers, recessed panels,
projecting bands, stringcourses, and sills, topped by a corbel
table and‘modllllons at the cornice.

984 Original St. Edward Rectory, later St. Edward Convent (1875,
1892; John P. Murphy, architect): A handsome 1%-story,
clapboard -sheathed, mansard-roof dwelling with a 5-bay facade
containing a central entrance. The house is ornamented with
a massive, bracketed door hood, architrave-trimmed windows
surmounted by deep cornices, and eaves brackets. There is a
bay window on the east side and a rear ell.

993 St. Edward Church (1885-1889; James Murphy, architect): A
lofty late Gothic Revival structure built of red brick with
a few contrasting stone trimmings., Set on a high basement,
it is basilican in plan, with buttressed walls. Tall 1l-story
aisles flank a tall 2-story nave fronted by a slightly pro-
jecting, 3-story central tower. The tower is surmounted by
a wooden belfry and a shingle-clad broach spire containing
steeply gabled dormers. The nave, lighted by clerestory
windows, is covered by a gable roof terminating in small
hips on each side of the tower. The aisles have shed roofs
over most of their lengths, but each has a steep cross-gable
roof over its front bay, giving these units the appearance
of small subsidiary towers, Projecting vestibules covered
with complex combination end-gable-and-hip . roofs are set in
front of each aisle. They apparently contained doorways
originally but the openings have been partly blocked up and
filled with windows. The main entrance to the upper church

(See Continuation Sheet #11)
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Branch Avenue (cont.)

is in the base of the tower, and there are entrances to the
basement in the front of the nave mass on each side of the
tower, Each aisle bay contains a triple window with a taller
central unit; other fenestration is complex. All door and
window openings are pointed Gothic arches. There is a 1-
story sacristy connected to. the northwest corner of the church.

1009 St. Edward Parish Hall (1916-1917; Thomas S. McLaughlin,
architect): A plain, one-story, gable on-hip-roof, rectangular
brick structure set: W1th its narrow end toward Branch Avenue.
Its main entrance, on the south end, has a massive timberwork
hood influenced by Craftman Bungalow design.

DAKOTA STREET

14 John Bennett House (ca 1895): A tall 1%-story, end-gable-
roof dwelling with subsidiary gables breaking through the eaves
on each side; l-story, polygonal bay windows on the front and
southerly 51de' and a side-hall entrance under an unsupported
hip-roof hood. The bay windows and door hood are all ornamented
with rows of tiny cornice brackets. Wall surfaces below the
~gables were ‘originally clapboarded but are now shingled; the
~gables themselves contain cut shinglework. The house was built
for John Bennett, a weaver.

19 House (between 1910 and 1915): A 2-story, pyramidal-roof
dwelling with an off-center, 1-story, polygonal bay window on
the facade and a side-hall entrance sheltered by a porch. The
first story is covered. with clapboards and the second story
with shingles. It is nearly identical to the houses at 20
Newport Street and 12 Squanto Street. This building was moved
here in the late 1950s when construction work on State Route

146 necessitated the removal of houses on Branch Avenue, lower
Woodward Road, and Illinois Street.

21 House  (between 1895 and 1905): A tall 1%-story, end-gable-
roof, shingled dwelling with side gables breaking the eaves
1ine° a 1-story, off-center, polygonal bay window on the
facade; and a side~hall entrance. It is similar to 14 Dakota.
This building was moved here in the late 1950s when construc-
tion on State Route 146 necessitated removal of houses on
Branch Avenue, lower Woodward Road, and Illinois Street.
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HARWOL COURT

13-24 Wanskuck Company Row House (1863-64): A long, 2-story, flank-
gable~roof, 12-unit brick structure with a 30-bay facade
composed of six 5-bay, center-entry modular units, The broad
entrance bays, with white-painted lintels, each contain
slightly recessed paired doorways. There are entranceways on
both the street and rear facades. On the street facade there
is a single window, set off slightly to one side, over each
entrance bay. The roof is punctuated by twelve brick interior
chimneys. This is one of two identical rows that flank a
courtyard-like space in the block bounded by Harwol Court (an
L-shaped street with a 90° corner) and Shiloh and Hyacinth
Streets. The companion building is at 1-12 Shiloh Street
(see entry below).

HOUGHTON STREET

9 Whipple House (late 18th or early 19th century): A 1%-story,
flank-gambrel-roof, shingled dwelling with a massive brick
center chimney, a 4~ -bay facade, a front entrance in a small
l1-story ell on the west side, and an entrance in the.east
side. The property from Whlpple‘s Pond to Veazie Street,
occupied in part by this house and the Steere Mill (see

entry at 81 Wild Street), belonged to the Whipple family

for more than a century prior to its acquisition by the
Wanskuck Company in 1882. By 1772 Jonathan Whipple was
operating a sawmill here on West River near a newly es-
tablished road which is the present Veazie Street. This

house may date from that period or earlier, and was certainly
standing by the time Thomas J. Whipple was operating a factory
near the site of Steere Mill in the early 19th century.

HUGO STREET

11-12 Wanskuck Company Mill House (1863-64): Type A dwelling
altered by the installation of aluminum siding and shutters.

70 Wanskuck Company Store and House (ca 1898): A 2%-story,
end-gable-roof, clapboard-sheathed structure with side
gables breaklng the eaves and an intact period storefront
on the first-floor facade. The storefront has a recessed
central entrance flanked by plate-glass show windows.
Robert Lemay, a grocer, had opened a store here by 1899. The
grocery was later operated by the Desjarlais brothers, one a
former mill laborer, who eventually moved into the flat above
the store.

(See Continuation Sheet #13)
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Hugo Street (cont.)

112-113 Wanskuck Company Mill House (1863-64): Type A dwelllng
covered with asbestos shingles. A modern aluminum awning
has been installed over the front entrance.

IOWA STREET

18 Martin J. Golden House (1914-15): A 1%-story, flank-gable-
roof, shingled bungalow with arrecessed front veranda and a
shed-roof front dormer. The raking eaves of this dwelling
have a wide overhang ornamented with massive triangular
braces. The original owner, Martin J. Golden, was an over-
seer at the Wanskuck Mill.

24 George M. Scholefield House (1918):. A 1%-story, flank-gable-
roof, shingled bungalow with a recessed front veranda and
a gabled front dormer. It was built for George M. Schole-
field, an inspector at the Wanskuck Mill.

25 House (late 19th century): A tall 1%-story, flank-gable-
roof, shingled dwelling w1th a 3-bay facade. It has a
central entrance sheltered by a plain, hip-roof porch; a
central gabled dormer breaking through the eaves above the
entrance; and small second-floor windows under the eaves
over the first-floor windows. It was moved here about 1957
when construction of State Route 146 necessitated the removal
of houses along Branch Avenue, lower Woodward Road, and
I1l1inois Street,

26 Carlton R. Weeks House (1923): A 1%-story, end-gable-roof,
shingled dwelling with a hip-roof front veranda, shed-roof
dormers on each side, and eaves bracketing formed by exposed
rafters. It is identical to the house next door at number
30. The lots on which numbers 26 and 30 stand were purchased
jointly by Carlton R. (aka Raymond C.) Weeks and James
Blakely and then conveyed to a third party, who sold the
lots back separately to Weeks and Blakely. Weeks was a
chauffeur.
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